Transport North East

Long-term strategy for rail and Metro in the North East

unveiled

14 February 2022

Merubers ol he public are being asked o have their say on the new North Bust Rail and Melro
Strategy (NERMS) which highlights the region’s rail and Metro ambitions and what the network
could look like by 2035.

Developed on behalf of the North East JToint Transport Committee, the strategy outlines the
important part rail plays in the day-to-day lives of lacal people hoth now and in the future. [t
lollows the adoption of the region’s shared vision lor transport, the North Fast Transport Man in
2021,

Central 10 the new strategy is a desire 10 seek lurther devolved powers [tom Gavernment 1o

uchicve long-erm [unding streams so that the North Easl has the freedom and Lexibility (o plan

ahead and deliver a more scamless, co-ordinated and inlegrated transport system. For local rail,

this would mean getting new regional powers to speceify and manage serviees on a common
footing and integrated with Metro. Integration is a key objective within the plan, linking public
cranspart across the 'Iyne and Wear Metro and rail. and further interwarking with the region’s Bus

Service [mprovement Plan (BSIP) and developing Enhanced Partnership scheme,
Same of the main commiunents in the North ast Rail and Metra Surategy include:

» Increasing the capacity and resilience of the I:ast Coast Main Line and Durham Coast .ine

improving connectivity lor both passengers and lreight;

Lxtending the reach ol Jocal rail und the Tyne and Wear Metro, upgrading existing networks
and serviees and adding aew routes and stations — including the Leamside Line and
Northumberland Line;

Working with Great British Railways to scck greater influence over local rail to match the
flexihility and accountabtlity of Metra:
Mainiaining and updating Metro assets, including resignalling:

Introdueing new rains, more cllicient eleelric ones ou Metro (the L362m new [leel duc o
cater service lrom 2023), and clectric batlery hydrogen lrains on local rail ulso cocouraging
modal shift from road to rail on freight:

Improvement of existing stations including Sunderland station, Newcastle Central station
and develapment of new stations including Gateshead I'ast.

I'he strategy also considers the implications of the government’s Integrated Rail I'lan which was
published m Navember 2021, and sets out the region™s conmitment 1o strengthen the case for
investment in the North Dast’s muain rail artery —The Fuast Coast Muin Ling and the lull reopening

ol the Leamnside Line,

Cllr Martin Gannon, Chair o the North Cast Joinl Trausport Commitlee, said: “Rail and Mciro

conncelivily is absolulely vital for our region and opens up new opporlunilics for local people 1o

access work, education and leisure.

“The North East rail system is in need of major investment to improve our rail nctwork and ensure

that our region has the capacity and infrastructure we need for generacions to come.

“We know that independent reports have shown that levels of transport investment per head in the
Narth kast arc seven times lower than in London — the disparity between our region and
elsewhere in the 1K is vast, and we need Government 1o address this and help us fund our

ambitions,

“I'he 'Iyne and Wear Metro provides a sale, appealing and susiainable fransport choice for lacal
people and we continue o invest in improvements lor passengers, Projecty including Metro FFlow
und the new Metro el will be Iruly transfommationul Lor the service bul we wanl o do more (o
revitalise our entire rail network.

“Evcry journcy by Mcelro contribules £8.50 (o the region, so public transporl use is a key driver
for our cconomy. Inercasing the number of journeys by rail and Metro will help us to tackle some
of the biggest environmental challenges we face including air pollution and congestion, so ['m
delighted 10 outline our plans 10 move our network forward.

Latest News

& February 2022

MPs take the case for re-opening

the Leamside Line fo Parliament

Today u group ol ¢cross-parly MPs has made

the casce lor re-opening the Leamside Line o
Parliament.

Read More

4 February 2022

The North East says: “We need the
Leamside Line re-opened.”

Opening the disuscd Leamside linc is a key

priority for the region hecause of the

econamic, sacial, and enviranmental benefits

Read More

25 January 2022

Leaders suppori major increase in
council [unding [or transport, 1o
help mitigate the worst effects of
upcoming commercial bus cuts

As Leuders of the councils in Tyne and Wear

we have no choiee but Lo boost locul lransport
funding so

Read More



1 his strategy will be key in future funding bids for the region as we try 10 secure investment for
new roules, stations and the continued renewal and modernisation ol our railways. I hope that
rnembers of the public tuke (his opportunily (o comment on the nelwork improvemments proposed
here. The case (or improvement and expansion ol local rail and Meltro is simple — the more people
who travel, the greater the benefits to the region.

“Tn the coming years we have a clear opportunity we need to seize with both hands. to transtorm
rail connectivity to, from and within the North Last. Whilst e, the North East Joint Fransport
Cormmittee, think that this strategy sets out an ambitious but achievable connectivity vision for
our railways, we want 1o know what the public think abou these plans and whether we’ve got this
right, Fwould encourage ¢veryone —whether you vurrently use the rail nelwark or not, 10 read the
drall stralegy und be part ol this consultation so hat we can be sure we deliver a ruil and Metro
network that is right for local people.™

Have your say

Mermibers ol the public ure usked (o comment on the proposals und shure their thoughts, The
public consullation opens today 14 February 2022 and runs Lor cight weeks until noon on 11 April
2022.

There are a number ol ways local people can be part ol the consullation.

o Call us — you can speak 1o @ mernber ol our rail leam on 0191 133 2973 (Monday and
Tuesday cach week throughout the consultation from 9.20am-4.30pm)

» Kmail us —you can cmail any comments, questions or suggestions to
railandmetro(@ transportnortheast.gov.uk

o Take partin an online survey at v ww.iransporinortheast.gov.uk railandmetro

A number of online cansultation events will take place in March and April where members of the

public can lind vut mare about the drall strategy und ask questions.,
Consultation events (onling)

» Saturday 5 March 10:00am
® Tuesday 22 March 12;00pm
e Thursday 31 March 10:00um
» Tucsday 5 April 18:00pm

Register a place 1o aliend one ol the sessions via Cyvenlbrile or call 0191 133 2973, Pleasc note
sessions will take place via Zoom.

The North East Rail and Metro network —
now vs 2035

The drafll North Fast Rail und Melro Stralegy includes a number illusirative maps ol where the
region is now and where we want our rail and Metro network to be in the years ahead. Please note

all graphics arc indicative and illustrative in naturc.

Tustrative map of 2022 —North East Rail and Metro network
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Ilustrative map of the 2035 North East Rail and Mctro network (outlining regional
ambitions)



Connectivity - Where we
want to be (2035)
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