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London Mayoral Election 2024
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LONDON'’S
NEXT MAYOR

NEEDS TO BE A
#Mayor4CleanAir

The London Mayoral election will be held on 7nd May 207£, Despite the amoun: of progress made on c eanirg up | ondon’s air over the last few years, we need

london’s ~ext Mayor to go much further if we want children to be truly prozected from the [“elong heglth imoacts of air pollution.

Woe have formed a coalition of canrpaign groups from across London to call on the Meyoral candidates to commit to strong action to tackle air pollution once

clected.

We are delighted to join together with Bloomsbury Air, Bromley Living Streets, Clean Air Dulwich, Clear the Air Havering. Greene~and Cleaner, Green Schocl
Ru~s, Havering Climate Coalition, Haringey Clea~ Air Group, Islington Clean Air Parents, Lambeth Living Streets, NOcado and Richmond & Twickenham Friends of
the Earth to campa’gn for a #MayordC eanAir.

Our coalition is asking the four main London Mayoral candidates for:

1. Anuneg.iveca commitrmrent for Lo~don to meet the latest World Health Organization air pollution guidelines.

This needs a roadmap, including linancial supporl where required, lo meel inlerim largels by 2030 al Lhe latesl which will include the need Lo:
Phase out diesel engines by 2030 (axcepl lor specilic exerrplions).
Phase out wood burning in cpen lires and wood sloves by 2030.

2. Mayoral leadership on an effective Londen-wide strategy ta ro | out School Superzones.

3. A state-of-the-art website for Londoners to zccess all ai~ quality nronitoring in one place, alongside the latest ~ealth evidence, modelling projections and
reports.

Our three asks in detail:

1. A commitment for London to meet the latest World Health Organization (WHO) air pollution guidelines.

In 2017, the Mayar of London commilled Lo L& Brealhe Li'e campaign and thereby pledged Lo reduce line parliculale maller (PM2.5) Lo L& now-ouldaled WHO

recommendalion of 10ug/m3 PM2.5 as an annual mean across Lhe cily.

In 2021 the WHO updated its recomme~dations for air quality based on strong evidence that air pellution is herm*ul to health at signiticantly lower levels t~an
previously understood. Accordingly, the recommended annuzl mean of air cuality evels should not exceed Sug/m3 PM2.5 and 10ug/m3 n'trogen dioxide (NO2).
Londan is a long way awzay from this at the moment.

In the shorter term, the nexz Mayor should commit ta providing the pat~way and action to at least achieving the interim targets of 10ug/m3 PM2.5 and 20ug/m3
NQO2 by 2030 at the latest, whilst also outlin'ng how and whe~ the updated WI 10 recammended guideline levels will be fully delivered. Different LU bodies are
proposing the same levels to be achieved by the LU Mermber States by 2030.




These zir quality targets are necessary to reduce the ma~y and costly health
impacts that hundreds of thousands of Londoners are experiencing

regularly. This commitrment wll realistically require London to become “diesel-
free’ and wood burning to be phased out.

1. Dicsel vehic es are still the single bigges: contributor to NO2 levels
across the city. NO2 is k~own to inflame the lungs and exacerbate lung
cond'tions. Diesel vehicles must be phased out urgently across the city
and the next Mayor needs to start wark on this as soon as possible to
ensure that current and potential vehicle owners do noz continue to
buy diesel vehicles. Even (ULEZ-exempt) diesel Euro \/I vehicles are

emitting disproportionately and, in many cases, illegal levels of NO2
pollution.

. Wood burning is a major conlribular Lo Lox’c par.icle paollulion in

N

London, which is already heavily polluted. Il should be phased ou. rom all households wi.h access Lo cleane~ healing sources. The next. Mayor should call

publicly on individuals Lo swilch Lo allernalive heali~g mel~ods and work with Lhe governmenl W oalzin .he necessery aulhorily Lo do so.

2. Mayoral leadership on an effective London-wide strategy to roll out School Superzones.

In 2021, the Mayor of Londan was cading the development of schemes
called School Superzones. These are zanes around schools where actions arc
taken to create healthicr places for children, young people and their families
ta live, learn and play. The next Mayo- should continue this work and expand
leadership around protecting children's health on zheir way to and az school,
especially t~ose located on main roads. which are usually the most polluted
roads.

Currenty, many local authorities are implerrenting School Street schemes,
which henefiz many children across the city. However, children's ~ealth should
not depend an the willingness of their resoective local autho-ity to deliver
such schemes. Moreaver, Schaol Streets only protect against traffic pollution.
As the plans fo- the Ocado depot in Islington or the proposals to build a

recycling plant at the back of a school in Lambeth highlight, children on their way to and in schaol require protection fram more air pollution sources thzn just

traffic. Therefare, the next Mayar shou d lead the development and delivery of Schoal S.perzenes te ensure rore ecual protection for all of London's children.

3. A state-of-the-art website for Londoners to access all air quality monitoring in one place.

In London, there are approximately 1000-1500 stations that monitor air
pollution. These stations include t~e London A'r Quality Network, local
authorily diffusion LLbes, Brealhe London maonilors, and olher moni.ors frorr
commercial suppliers. Despile Lhis weallh of dala, bolh campaigners and
paolicymakers are slruggling Lo easily anc lransparenlly assess whether air
pollulion is decreasing, or whelher individual measures like road works are
hav'ng any imoacl. “he LondonAir websile slores a lal of dala, bul il is loo
complex Lo .se ellec.ively.

We strongly urge the next Mayor to provide a single website that collates all
available data, information and evidence, inc uding modelling “or 2025 and
2030. This will allow Londoners to gain real insight into the quality of the air
they breathe, increase accountability and transparency, and e~ahle lacal

campaigners and residents to see “ interventions and schemes are having any impact.
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We are supoorted by Impact on Urban Health, the Eurooean Cimate Foundation and Clean Air Fund.

Pro bono support for managing finances kindly provided by Global Act'on Plan.
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