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Helsinki — Espoo light rail approved
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FINLAND: Helsinki and Espoo city councils have voted to approve the Raide-Jokeri orbital light rail route.

Work is due to start next year on the 25 km route linking Itakeskus in eastern Helsinki to Keilaniemi in
eastern Espoo, which would replace the bus route 550. The alignment would be mostly segregated from
other traffic, with 16 km in Helsinki and 9 km in Espoo.

The end-to-end journey time would be around | h, covering 33 stops. Upon completion in 2021, initial
ridership is expected to be nearly 90 000 passengers per weekday, against the current figure of 30 000 for
the bus route.

The overall project has an estimated budget of €459m, with the city of Helsinki to contribute €278m, Espoo
€97m and the national government €84m.

The €275m cost of civils work and tracklaying would be met through a €124m contribution from Helsinki,
€67m from Espoo and €84m from the national government.
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